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Helping Children and Families 
Thrive Since 1913
The Infant Welfare Society of Evanston serves  Evanston 
and its surrounding communities with programs that 
nurture, support and educate the whole family.
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From Our Executive Director Our Fiscal Year 2012 Accomplishments

Inside

This year’s Annual Report features three families who face challenging circumstances and who 
persevere  through those circumstances.  While you read about these three families please know that there are 
many more facing challenges and barriers. It is for all of these children and families that we, the staff, Board 
of Directors, volunteers and donors are committed to making a difference. We are here to help raise families 
out of poverty. We are here to help educate and nurture both children and parents, to prevent child abuse and 
to give everyone the chance to succeed. We provide high quality early childhood education in NAEYC 
accredited programs and visit families in their homes to support the parents’ efforts to be the best they can be 
for their children. 

In the last program year, all of our teen parents who were seniors graduated from ETHS. Their 
children will be raised by high school graduates, not drop outs! And those children will have benefited from 
our high quality, NAEYC accredited program at Teen Baby Nursery that is dedicated to creating a love for 
learning and giving children a solid foundation on which to grow and develop. Preliminary data from our 
Family Support Program shows that the risk of child abuse drops for families enrolled in high quality home 
visiting services like ours. Helping these parents understand child development and parenting techniques 
means there are far fewer incidents of abuse and/or neglect. The program reduces isolation, develops parental 
strengths and supports children’s growth and development. 

Like our other programs, children at Baby Toddler Nursery are engaged in learning activities and 
developing social skills every weekday. The first three years of life are critical to later success in school and 
life. Brain development and overall growth occur rapidly and infants and toddlers thrive in our healthy, safe 
and caring environments. At Infant Welfare Society of Evanston we use research based curricula, employ 
highly educated and skilled staff, offer rich learning 
environments and create strong emotional bonds through 
caring, individualized relationships.  

Our work with young children and families matters! Our 
work means the young children and families of Evanston 
have an organization they can turn to for 
support, education, care, hope and a warm smile every 
day.  We are grateful for your involvement in this 
wonderful experience. You are truly helping many 
young children grow! Thank you.

Cass Wolfe
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IWSE’s pioneering programs have adapted to the times and 
our community’s needs.

The Infant Welfare Society of Evanston is 
committed to the care and early education 

of infants and toddlers and to supporting 
their families’ efforts to be self-sufficient 

providers and effective parents.

•	 90 families with 108 young children 
received weekly home visits through 
the Family Support Program. 

•	 56 very low-income children received 
high-quality early education and care at 
Baby Toddler Nursery, along with 
14 children of higher income families. 

•	 8 teen moms graduated from high school on 
time. 

•	 16 infants and toddlers of teen parents received 
high-quality early education and care at Teen Baby 
Nursery.

•	 260 children, age 6 weeks to 5 years, were 
screened for possible developmental delays. 

•	 55 children received early intervention          
services including speech, physical therapy  and 
therapeutic play groups. 

•	 18 volunteers from our community devoted 
more than 625 hours of service and assistance 
within IWSE programs. 

•	 IWSE’s inaugural evening fund-raising event 
garnered more than $22,000 in revenue to  
support our services and programs for at-risk 
children and families in our community.

Our Mission
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Small classrooms and high teacher-child 
ratios - 8 children with 3 teachers per 
classroom.

Highly educated teachers - IWSE 
teachers have degrees in Early 
Childhood/Child Development or a 
related field, with a concentration in   
Early Childhood.

Our Programs
Baby Toddler Nursery

Exceptional Care:

When a family lives in poverty, a crisis such as the car needing repairs often cascades into almost       
insurmountable obstacles.  Such was the situation for Diondra, a single mother with two children.  An hourly 
employee, whose hours were cut back temporarily this spring, Diondra fell behind on her bills and ended up 
losing her apartment and living in her car.  Then her car broke down. She had no home, no car, a minimum 
wage job and two young children.  

When Diondra had to ask the Site Manager at Baby Toddler Nursery to borrow bus fare to get to her job, we 
understood that she needed far more than bus fare that day.  She needed us to listen and offer support, and 
she needed to know where to turn for help.  By connecting her to our community partners, Diondra was 
referred to a shelter. Unfortunately the only shelter with 3 beds was in the far southwest suburbs.  To get her 
9 year old son TJ to school and her 1 year-old daughter Bree to child care at Baby Toddler Nursery in time for 
her to get to work, the family took two buses and a train.  Their daily commute was 2 hours each way.  The 
family had to leave the shelter before breakfast was served and came home long after the kitchen was closed 
for dinner.  Bree had trouble sleeping at the shelter and TJ started acting out at school.  

Many child care centers focus on the children during the day, and when the last child leaves, their jobs 
are over.  But at the Infant Welfare Society of Evanston, the commitment to strengthening families means 
supporting the entire family, in the center, at home, and within the community.  Bree’s teachers and other 
staff at Baby Toddler Nursery reached out with help and resources. 

TJ and Diondra were often given breakfast along with Bree when she was dropped off and staff packed food 
to take for the commute back to the shelter at night.  IWSE staff became a critical part of her support system, 
always there to listen, make phone calls to connect her to services and encourage her to stay strong.  

Diondra has come to think of IWSE and Baby Toddler as much more than an early care and education center 
– IWSE is family, and an integral part of the family’s daily life.  The close personalized attention Bree receives 
on a daily basis extends to her whole family, giving them one more solid resource to lean on in times of need.  
By instilling hope we strengthen and support the whole community.  Diondra’s perseverance paid off and she 
has now successfully transitioned her family from the shelter to an apartment, and Bree and TJ are thriving.  
And IWSE’s Baby Toddler Nursery is still part of their family.
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The Infant Welfare Society of Evanston is 
dedicated to providing the highest quality 
child care and early education, guided by our 
Core Values:

•	 Communication
•	 Respect
•	 Individualization
•	 Support
•	 Consistency
•	 Diversity

•	 99% of  Teen Baby 
nursery parents have 
graduated in recent 
years - and many go 
on to college.

•	 Nationwide, only 
47% of teen mothers 
complete high school.

Core Values:
Supporting Parent and Child:

Our Programs
Family Support Program
Parenting is hard under the best of circumstances. When a parent has no support system, child care 
knowledge or experience, it is overwhelming. Just ask Margarita. Margarita had her son Jason when she was 
21 and in her final year of college. She had no experience with babies, had never baby-sat and was even afraid 
to hold a baby. Margarita would be the first to tell you that her biggest parenting struggle was that she had no 
idea what to do with her baby and had never imagined how much work it would be. Upon learning she was 
pregnant, Margarita was paralyzed with the fear that she would not be able to cope. How would she finish 
school?  Raise a child?  Support a child?  While researching parenting classes on line, Margarita came across 
IWSE’s  web site, and learned that our Family Support Program offered the help and support she needed.  

Through the program Margarita received weekly home visits that focused on setting goals and taking steps 
to achieve them. She also finished college. While finishing college, her home visitor brought her job listings 
and information on job fairs. Through one of these fairs Margarita obtained a full time job with benefits, 
making strides toward her future goals and bringing her a sense of security she could build on with her child. 
Weekly home visits gave Margarita the tools to be a successful parent and her employment  enabled her to 
support her family. Working with her home visitor, she learned what to expect at each stage of her baby’s 
development. She learned games and activities she could do with Jason to support his learning. She turned to 
IWSE staff for questions that all new parents have, from when to start her son on solid food, to when was it 
best to start potty training. Margarita’s home visitor helped her gain the strength, understanding and tools to 
be a better, smarter, more successful parent. Each young child needs a good start, and all parents deserve a 
helping hand. 

The Family Support Program is there to lend that help, because when each family 
succeeds, the fabric of the community as a whole is strengthened.

Our Programs Our Programs
Family Support Program Teen Baby Nursery

Unlike 53% of children born to teen parents, Sofia will grow up knowing her mom graduated from high 
school.

Massa was a 16 year old junior at Evanston Township High School when she found out she was pregnant.  
Massa knew she needed help to stay in school, manage her time, and graduate.  And she needed help to learn 
how to be a parent.  She contacted Infant Welfare Society of Evanston’s Teen Baby Nursery when she started 
pre-natal care, and began to work with the program during her pregnancy.  Once Sofia was 6 weeks old, she   
started at Teen Baby Nursery, where she thrived.  Sofia’s father was not involved in her life, so Massa leaned 
heavily on the Teen Baby Nursery staff for support, encouragement and guidance. 

Every month Massa set goals for Sofia with Sofia’s teachers and worked with them to accomplish the goals.  
This  practice helped her learn to manage her own time.  Having Sofia in Teen Baby Nursery also helped 
Massa stay on track with her school work, because she knew that staying in school was the best option for her 
daughter, herself and their future.  Teen Baby’s safe, supportive environment enabled Massa to focus on her 
schoolwork and future goals, knowing that her daughter was growing and learning under the expert guidance 
of IWSE’s teachers.  

Because Infant Welfare Society of Evanston helped Massa overcome many obstacles as a teen mom,  she    
graduated on time this past June.  This fall she started a four-year nursing program at Southern Illinois           
University.  She has university housing and is living on her own, starting a new chapter for herself and Sofia.  
Teen Baby Nursery gives teens like Massa the opportunity to acquire the tools they need to succeed.  We 
believe that helping teen moms get on the road to success helps the whole community thrive.
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Our Financial Outlook
Statement of Activities for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2012

REVENUE, GAINS, & OTHER SUPPORT
	 Grants from Government Agencies
	 Contributions and Grants
	 United Way Contributions
	 Special Events & Fundraising Activities
	 Program Service Fees
	 Investment Return
	 Miscellaneous

Total Revenues and Gains
	 Net Assets Released from Restrictions 		
	 satisfied by payments
Total Revenues, Gains and Other Support

Unrestricted Total
Temporarily

Restricted

$1,717,691
163,979

40,000
136,896
308,160

1,153
3,964

2,371,843

51,737
$2,423,580

$1,717,691
219,979

40,000
136,896
308,160

1,153
3,964

2,427,843

$2,427,843

$       
56,000

56,000

(51,737)
$4,263

EXPENSES
	 Program Services:
		  Baby Toddler Nursery
		  Teen Baby Nursery
		  Early Head Start Program*
		  Family Support Program
	 Supporting Services:
		  Management, Development & General
		  Fundraising Expenses
	 Total Expenses

$921,243
184,507 
900,621
239,808

121,021
28,736

$2,395,936

$921,243
184,507
900,621
239,808

121,021
28,736

$2,395,936

$       

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

NET ASSET BEGINNING OF YEAR

NET ASSET END OF YEAR

$27,644

$1,375,247

$1,402,891

$4,263

$51,737

$56,000

$31,907

$1,426,984

$1,458,891

*The Early Head Start Program is funded under a contract with the Childcare Network of Evanston

Contributions to the Infant Welfare Society of 
Evanston ensure our children thrive and enter 
school eager to learn.

The following list reflects all donations of $100 or 
more made to IWSE between July 1,2011 and June 
30, 2012.

For a complete list of  donors for fiscal year 2012, 
including Social Capers contributors, contact 
Jennifer Riskind at jenniferriskind@iwse.org.

Thank  You 
to Our Supporters

Our Donors
$50,000+
Evanston Community Foundation

$40,000 - $49,999
United Way North Shore

$10,000 - $39,999
Kathryn S. Lowrie Family Trust
Col. Stanley R. McNeil Foundation
NorthShore University Health 		
	 System

$5,000 - $9,999
The Allyn Foundation, Inc.
Anonymous
Charter One Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Kenilworth Union Church
Sigma Alpha Epsilon

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
The Bohnen Family Foundation
Laura and Kent Born
North End Mother’s Club

$1,000 - $2,499
BP Fabric of America Fund
Christ Church Winnetka
George M. Eisenberg Foundation 	
	 for Charities
Evanston Lighthouse Rotary Club
First Bank & Trust of Evanston
The First Presbyterian Church of 
Wilmette
Paul Galvin Memorial Foundation 	
	 Trust
Helen Hilken
Hospira
James Jackson and Sally McFall
Shelley Keller
William and Catherine Maji
Peter and Carolyn Mattox
Marsha Richman and Richard 		
	 Lanyon
Ron and Glo Rolighed
Helene N. Rosenblum and Brad 		
	 Pechter
Mary Beth Roth
Debra Schotz
Abbie Jean Smith
Kara Sokol
Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl Foundation
Joyce Anne Wainio

Helen and Maurice Weigle Fund  at 	
	 the Chicago Community Trust
Mrs. Louise Willis

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Don Budzinski and Ron Sangthong
George and Stacia Campbell
Cheryl Rohlfs & Associates
Patrick and Amy Corr
Joanne Edid and Donald Hey
Michael and Sarah Jacobs
Sean and Michelle Johnson
Allan and Loretta Kaplan
Anise Kendall
Lawrence and Denise Kohn
Bonnie B. Larsen
Judy N. Logsdon
Jane Mentzinger
John Minor and Gail Nelson
John C. and Ann Mommsen
Jane Neumann and Steve Bogira
Martha P. Ramirez
Rebecca Crown Center 
William and Eleanor Revelle
Jay and Judy Riskind
Jennifer Riskind
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Our Donors Cont.

$250 - $499
Anonymous
Tomasz R. Barczyk
Kathryn Brown
Nathan and Barbara Brown
David and Liz Chandler
Collen Cicchetti and Evan 		
	 Westerfield
Michael and Jill Corr
Jennifer Doherty
Timothy and Eliza Earle
Robin J. Kahn
Bill and Lisa Kohr
Vanessa G. Lide
Phil Lisle
Ruth Lochner
John and Beth Loehr
Ned and Heidi Lott
Paul and Dorothy Marschke
Dan and Susan Maslauski
Diane Parker
Ian and Sheau-ming Ross
Elizabeth Smiley and Henry Kohn
Cass Wolfe

$100 - $249
Tom and Marilyn Adams
Brad and Denise Akason
Allan Allweiss and Emily Corbett
Paul and Martha Arntson
Charlie and Mary Baubonis
Marijane Bauder and  Elizabeth 		
	 Crisanti
Martha A. Belmonte
Jacqueline Blom
Brian D. Bouldrey
Judson and Gabrielle Brooks
Jon and Grace Bruss
Ben Buettell
Meghan Busse and Florian 		
	 Zettlemeyer
George E. and Mary Campbell
Jessica Campbell and Steve Reed
Linda Canny
Leroy and Margaret Carlson

Jenifer Carnow
Ed and Mary Jane Chainski
Lance and Laurie Chambers
Neha Clark
Helen Clarke
Elaine Clemens
Eric and Stacey Cohen
Betsy Conrad
Christopher M. Cornue
Lawrence and Tracy Corr
John Cunningham and Daphne 		
	 Hoch-Cunningham
June E. Current
Ruth Davy
Clare Kelly Delgado
Caroline E. Devlin
Mrs. Tom Edson
Paul and Catherine Embree
Tom and Nancy Figel
Tim Flood
Steve and Susan Fortier
Pamela Sue Gady
Marin and Kate Gjaja
Jean A. Goehlen
Rochelle Grill
Fusun Guder
Daryl Haggard and Nick Cowan
Stuart Hamilton
Ann Weimer Hannah

Judy Varn Hays
John and Anne Heinz
Helen M. Heller
Joe and Jennifer Higgins
Henry Hilken
Lola Himrod
Laurie Hoke	
Hilary Holder
Joan L. Holmes
Tim and  Nancy Hoying
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William Jackson
Mike and Lisa Jamieson
Jim Stanley
Jamba Juice
Susan Julian
Dr. Angela Kalb
Dan and Suzanne Kanter
Michael and Margaret Keller
Jane D. Kenan
The Kiwanis Club of Evanston - 		
	 Breakfast
Anne Klein
Stephen and Elizabeth Krupkin
Mark Lalley and Suzanne Muscato
Andy and Liz Lapp
Alex and Colleen Lazar
Elizabeth T. LeGard
Vince and Jennifer Leigh

David and Gretchen Livingston
Vivian Marks
Jack and Kathy Mattox
Dwrght A. McBride
Jill McLaughlin
Loula Merkel
Susan Munro
Daniel and Lynn Murray
David and Mary Ann Nelson
Roger Nelson
Gregg S. and Jodi Newmark
Northern Trust Company
Courtney C. Nottage
Oak Park Temple
Louise Odegaard
Kemal and Buket Ozer
Catherine S. Pabich
Michelle Palumbo
Ann Perce
Simon and Kimberly Perutz
Irwin and Jill Polls
Jennifer A. Preschern
Debra Price and Kenneth Hagman
Quality Catering for Kids
Selma Richman
Gladys Riskind
Michael and Sally Rosenberg
Allan and Judith Rosenblum
Dave and Robin Ross

Eric B. Rowley
Samela, Inc.
Mary C. Sanford
Stu and Carol  Schweidel
Cathy Shaw
Nancy K. Shaw
Darel and Kimberly Siegel
Burt and Myrna Silver
Lisa Simovic
Laura Slack
Deserae Smith
Lauren Smith
David Snyder and Margaret Salamon
Leonard and Mary Solof
Rob and Teresa Sommer
Janet Sparks
Bill and Ingrid Stafford
Ronna Stamm and Paul Lehman
Nicolaas and Toni Stapel
Rhonda Stein
Liz Stratton
Carrie Swearingen
Judith Tanter
Mark and Joanne Ter Molen
Tom and Grace Terrill
Ken N. Thompson
Joe and Margaret Tilson
Nancy Timmers

Trinity Lutheran Church of 		
	 Evanston
Keith and Molly Veneziano
Michael and Sarah Wagner
Matthew and Jean Wakenight
Cindy Wallner
Catherine Sardo Weidner
Sue Westerhold
Joan V. White
Cynthia Wilson and Charles Peters
Frances P. Wilson
Vicki L. Wilson
David P. Witt
Mary Sutter Zick

Memorial Gifts
In memory of Barbara Odegaard
Louise Odegaard

Honorary Gifts
In honor of Laura Born
Gregg S. and Jodi Newmark

In honor of Bob & Kathryn 		
	 Brown’s 45th Anniversary
Howard and Carol Kain
J.J. and Abby Levine
Paul and Jill Schoenwetter
David and Rita Weiss
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In honor of Cass Wolfe
John Minor and Gail Nelson

In honor of Shelley Keller
Nathan and Barbara Brown
Eric and Stacey Cohen
Dave and Robin Ross

Civic Funders
The City of Evanston
Department of Human Services of 	
   the State of Illinois
Evanston Township High School
Illinois State Board of Education
The Township of Evanston
US Department of Health & Human      	
   Services, via a contract with the                	
   Childcare Network of Evanston

In Kind Gifts
Adler Planetarium
Alisa Beth Arnoff
Art & Science Salon
Tracey Becker
Laura and Kent Born
Andrea Chempinski
Chicago Botanic Garden
Chicago Shakespeare Theater
Kari Clarke
Elizabeth Combs
Michael and Jill Corr
LeRita Crowell
Dance Center of Evanston
Jenni and Timothy J. Dart
Vince di Battista and Campagnola
Susan Hope Engel
Matt and Lina Eskew
Evanston Jazzercise
Geoff Felsenthal
Sophie Galich
Karen Gliwa
Rachel Goodman
Grandparents for Social Action
The Hearty Boys
Heaven Meets Earth Yoga
Victor Hernandez and
 	 The Stained Glass Bistro

Helen Hilken
Hip Circle Studio
Hilton Garden Inn
Infant Inc.
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Sean and Michelle Johnson
Jessica Jollly
Megan Kashner
Shelley Keller
Brannan Kenny
Diane King
Kohl Children’s Museum
Glenn Lancaster
Light Opera Works
Rebecca and Elizabeth Lindsay-Ryan
Rosa McAndrew
MJM Interiors, Inc.
Wendy Nelson
Lisa Nicolson
Northlight Theater
Kim Novi
Mark and Lynn O’Meara
Oceanique
Old Town School of Music
Orbitz, Inc.
Kemal and Buket Ozer
Jeff Perin & Davis Street Fishmarket
Ann Perce
Barbara Perce
Pilates Chicago

Pilates Connection
Senta Plunkett
Ruth Procopi
Renzo Company
Timothy Reynolds
Margaret Riehl
Melissa Reimer
Jennifer Riskind
Helene Rosenblum and Brad 		
	 Pechter
Anna Renee Ross
Ellen Salk
Catherine Sardo Weidner
Jonadab Silva and Hota
Deserae Smith
Kara Sokol
Kim Sosa
Pamela Staples
Sutton Studio
Trattoria D.O.C.
Dia Walsh
Kamilah Wilson
Wine Styles
Cass Wolfe
YWCA Evanston/North Shore

Our Partners
Bethel AME Church 
Cherry Preschool 
Child Care Center of Evanston 
The Childcare Network of Evanston
CNE Early Head Start 
The City of Evanston
Connections for the Homeless 
Department of Human Services of 	
	 the State of Illinois 
US Department of Health and 		
	 Human Services
Erikson Institute 
Evanston Community Foundation 

Evanston Day Nursery 
Evanston Hospital/NorthShore 		
	 University HealthSystem 
Evanston Public Library 
Evanston Township High School
Family Center at District 65 
Family Focus 
The Illinois State Board of Education
Infant Inc. 
The Justin Wynn Fund
Kohl Children’s Museum
LAN 40
LAN 41

Northern Illinois University 
Northwestern University
Reba Early Learning Center
Saint Francis Hospital/Resurrection 	
	 Health Care 
Social Endeavors 
Strengthening Families Illinois
United Way North Shore 
University of Chicago 
Youth Job Center
YWCA Evanston/North Shore

Our Donors Cont.



iwse.org

14 15

Our Staff
Leadership Team

Cass Wolfe
Executive Director

Buket Ozer
Director of Administration

Jennifer Riskind
Director of Development &
Communication

Pamela Staples
Site Manager, Baby Toddler Nursery

Jessica King
Manager, Family Support Program

Kamilah Wilson
Site Manager, Teen Baby Nursery

Sherronda Bohanon
Assistant Site Manager, Baby Toddler 
Nursery

Darlisa Himrod
Team Leader, Family Support Program

President
Kara Sokol
Advocate Physician Partners*

Immediate Past President
Helene Rosenblum
Leapfrog Online*

Treasurer
Laura Born
University of Chicago*

Secretary
Stacia Campbell
Civic Leader

*Employment is listed for information purposes only.

Michael Corr
First Bank and Trust*
Helen Hilken
Block Museum of Art*
Northwestern University
Jim Jackson
Akzo Nobel*
Shelly Keller
Civic Leader
Catherine Maji
Sg2*
Carolyn Mattox
Civic Leader
Marsha Richman
National Louis University*
Deserae Smith
Northern Trust Company*

Our Board of Directors
These dedicated community members are committed to serving 
at-risk families in Evanston and beyond.

Officers Members
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Administrative Offices &
Baby Toddler Nursery
2200 Main Street
Evanston, IL 60202
847-491-9650

Family Support Program
1416 Lake Street
Evanston, IL 60201
847-563-8344

Teen Baby Nursery
2010 Dewey Avenue
Evanston, IL 60201
847-864-6945

Credits:
Designed by Stacia Campbell 

Photography by Lori Stralow Harris 

Written by Jennifer Riskind

Infant Welfare Society of Evanston


