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We had another amazing summer at the Infant Welfare Society of Evanston. I want to thank 

all of our teachers, staff and volunteers for making this a very special summer. We have had 

so many wonderful activities and events with our classrooms that we can not possibly talk 

about all of them. In this issue, we are highlighting some of the activities and events in the 

past few months so you can get a sense of who we are and what we do to impact your chil-

dren in our early childhood education program.  

Below is a photo of a 0-3 early childhood summer reading and literacy event  that our Teen 

Baby Nursery children and staff of IWSE participated in with other organizations at Twiggs 

park in Evanston. Beginning to spread the love of reading is so critical to language develop-

ment and enhancing the interaction of children with their parents or adult mentors. Reading a 

book with a toddler on your lap can be a powerful tool for growth of early literacy and inherent-

ly builds a bond between the adult reader and child. 

All summer long we take part in field trips, outdoor activities in our playground or trips to our 

local Evanston parks and play lots. Please join us in the adventure that awaits our children in 

the outdoors. Its easy to grab a blanket, pack a lunch and enjoy time with your family and chil-

dren at the lakefront or in the park.  

Thank you for being a part of our learning community. We look forward to seeing you and 

sharing experiences with you and your children!                                                                                                    

              -Stephen Vick, Executive Director 



The 2017 4th of July parade was a 
great event for families, staff and 
Board to get the word out about our 
programs and services!    
IWSE participated in our second annual 4th of July parade this year. It was a great 

day to get families, children, teachers, board members and friends out to enjoy the 

holiday and march down Central street in Evanston. We passed out flyers and car-

ried signs in support of early childhood education and the importance it makes in get-

ting children off on the right start and ready for kindergarten. 

Getting the word out about our organization and letting people know about the im-

portance of 0-3 education is critical in changing the disparity gap we see in Evans-

ton’s education system. After a long day of marching and waving to the crowd, those of us who made it to the end of the parade 

route stood for this great photo. Together we can make a difference in changing the trajectory of some of our most vulnerable chil-

dren. See you next year at the parade!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Staples- Baby Toddler Nursery:   

Our annual open house is always a time for families to meet one another, find out what’s happening in the 

classrooms and indulge in food from different cultures and ethnicities. We look forward to this event every 

year.  Last month we had an amazing turn out and really enjoyed all of the parent participation. I want to 

thank all the families who attended and if you are interested in volunteering or becoming a part of our parent 

policy council, please let us know.                                                                                                        

Tiffany Culpepper- Teen Baby Nursery/Family Support:                                                                        

Our children have been quite the explorers over the Summer, from nature walks around  the community to, 

reading and picnics in the park and  expressing their little creative minds with mini chalk masterpieces. I 

must say the children had a fantastic summer. As we get ready for Fall we look forward to the many wonder-

ful and engaging activities our teachers have in store.  Thanks to the many families and friends who came 

out to support our Open House and spend time with the ones who provide such awesome care and support 

for the children on a daily basis.   

A very special thank 
you to all of the donors, 
guests and friends of 
IWSE that attended our 
back yard “friend-
raiser”  at the home of 
Board member Gabby 
Nagle. 

         -IWSE Board and Staff 



Upcoming 
Events and 
Activities: 
1. Field trip to Kohl’s Children 
 museum 10-13-17 

2. EHS Parent Meeting at 
 9:30am 10-18-17 (TBN) 

3. Parent Group Meeting on                  
 10-26-17 (FSP) . 

4. November Parent meeting at 
 BTN  

What happened this Summer in the IWSE Gardens? 

A Great Experience and Visit to the Wagner Farm for our TB3 
Pre-K classroom! 
Every year our TB3 classroom takes field trips to learn and explore what’s in our world. Activities and discussions are done in the 

room and then real life experiences take the students out of the classroom to reinforce their learning. This year, one of the field trips 

taken was to explore the Wagner Farms. Students were able to see cows, pigs and other farm animals, shuck ears of corn and see 

how a real life farm operates.  

The teachers and children of our Pre-K classroom had an amazing experience and really learned a lot. Thank you to the Wagner 

Farm for helping us have an incredible learning experience for our Pre-K classroom this summer!                                                                     

 

This summer, outside of growing vegetables and herbs in our planter boxes, some of our classroom got to witness something very special. 

As part of our Science, Technology and Math (STEM) activities we watched the growth cycle of a larva, caterpillar and a butterfly. The ex-

citement of checking in on the development of this beautiful insect creating a cocoon and then emerging as a beautiful brightly colored but-

terfly was fascinating. 

Even at an early age children can be exposed to ideas and information that allows them to begin imagining, exploring, wondering and think-

ing creatively. It is clear by the expressions on their faces below that the interest in this activity will have a lasting impression on them . The 

engagement  and learning we can provide our children at an early age can spark the curiosity, interest and passion for learning, growth and 

development.  

         We are looking forward to continuing to explore with our students and spark their imagination and creativity.

                                               Lets see what happens next year in the IWSE gardens!                   



Contact Us 

For more information about 

becoming involved with your 

child’s school, or learning more 

of IWSE programs, please con-

tact: 

IWSE 

2200 Main Street 

Evanston, Illinois 60202 

(847) 491-9650 

Visit us on the web at 

www.iwse.org 

Donate on line and support our 

programming today! 

IWSE Staff Spotlight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary has been in the field of Early Child-
hood for over ten years. She joined the 
IWSE family in 2016 and has been a won-
derful addition to our organization. Mary 
brings with her so many fun and creative 
ideas to help the growth and development 
of our little ones. Kudos to her as she has 
now begun the Masters in Early Childhood 
Administration Program at NLU. Way to go 
Mary. 

 
Patricia has been in her role with IWSE for over 
four months as our Early Head Start Family Ad-
vocate. Patricia brings years of experience in 
Early Childhood working with the Ounce of Pre-
vention and the Lake County Health Department. 
She is also a certified Doula and has her Mas-
ters in Early Childhood Education. Patricia has 
been an excellent addition to the IWSE family. 
Please help us to welcome her to our organiza-
tion.  

Thanks for a wonderful night of 
music and dancing at our annual 
“friend raiser” event at Board   
member Gabby Nagle’s Home! 

This year our back yard “friend raiser” was held in the home of Geoff and Gabby 

Nagle. We had perfect weather and an amazing evening of celebration, dancing and 

getting to know new friends of IWSE. Our local Evanston based band, Chicken 

Bone, played through the night and people really enjoyed themselves. It was an 

amazing way to connect with old and new friends and spread the word about our 

mission and services. Teachers and parents also attended and spoke to our guests 

and helped them understand the importance of our work with children and families in 

the Evanston community.  

Thank you to all of the Board, event committee, parents and staff and especially to 

Gabby and Geoff Nagle for hosting over 100 people and a live band in their back 

yard. What an amazing summer evening and event for IWSE! 

Volunteers Needed! 

Infant Welfare Society of Evanston serves over 100 families and their children in 

early childhood education programming.  We have nine 0-3 classrooms and one 

pre-k classroom as well as thirty families we serve with intensive home based early 

childhood education and mentoring.  

We are always looking for volunteers to support our organization in various ways. 

Classroom support, holiday donation events, board participation and support and 

clean up events like the United Way Day of Caring that we participate in every 

year, just to name a few. Please reach out to us directly if you would like to become 

more involved or learn more about ways to support our organization.   

Friends and Staff talk as the band plays in the background.   Monique Brunson-Jones and Husband 

Mary Aceron, TBN Teacher 

Patricia Ceja, EHS Family Advocate 

 Infant Welfare Society of Evanston volunteers from the 2016-2017 school year  


